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About 1,000 demonstrators converged Monday night in Portland, returning to downtown streets for the 61st con secutive day after a 
weekend featuring the largest protest crowds in weeks and numerous clashes with federal police.  

Portland protesters have shown up every night for two straight months after the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd. C rowds 
have rallied against police brutality, anti-Black racism and, in recent weeks, the federal government’s response to the city’s protests. 
Federal officials have repeatedly said officers who use tear gas and shoot riot munitions toward protesters are embedded in t he 
downtown courthouse to protect the building. On Monday, officials placed concrete barricades on both sides of a fence surroun ding the 
courthouse to stabilize the structure. 

Many people who gathered early Monday evening gathered in Lownsdale Square, a city park across the street from the courthouse . 
Traffic continued to make its way along Southwest Third Avenue, between the courthou se and park. 

Rakeyah Issac, a stay at home mom, passed through the scene with her son. Her family lives near Portland State, several block s from 
the protests. 

”We can smell the tear gas. But pretty much we are so used to it now. For the first month, it was  burning our eyes. It goes through the 
air conditioner.” 

She said she believed the sounds of stun grenades and clouds of gas had gotten worse since the arrival of federal officers. T he sounds 
have reminded her at times of past conflicts in Somalia, where she emigrated from in 2004. 

“I want people to get what they want, but there’s more damage being done. When will people get what they want? When will it e nd?” 

Around 9 p.m., a couple of federal officers emerged from the courthouse and drew immediate boos fro m across the street. People 
shouted at them and walked toward the courthouse, then the officers immediately returned inside.  

Shortly after, hundreds of marchers with parents and veterans groups arrived near the courthouse and gathered near the Justic e 
Center next door, filling Third Avenue in front of it. Together, the crowd chanted, “I can’t breathe!”  

Myke Tavarres, a former NFL player from Lake Oswego who often speaks at the demonstrations, who rallied the crowd asked peopl e to 
leave the federal courthouse alone, because targeting it would not deter federal officials.  

“Burning that building down does not help Black people,” Tavarres said.  

Minutes later, around 9:40 p.m., federal officials used a loudspeaker to tell people gathered outside the courthouse no t to tamper with 
the fence. 

“This is the Federal Protective Service,” the announcement said. “Do not attempt to damage, remove, enter or climb the fence around 
the federal courthouse. Failure to do so may result in arrest or use of crowd control munitions. ” 

That only served to galvanize the dozens gathered in front of the courthouse. At least one person sat atop the fence, after a pparently 
getting a boost from the new concrete barricades in front of it. A second warning by federal officials not to damage th e fence was met 
with immediate jeers at 9:50 p.m. 

The larger crowd continued to rally in front of the Justice Center.  

By 10 p.m., some people had started to shift to the federal courthouse. Others continued to mill about in the nearby city par ks or at a 
bonfire at the base of what until recently was an elk statue. 

The Justice Center rally ended around 10:15 p.m., after Elona Wilson asked the crowd to sit and reflect on their intentions. Wilson 
made a point of telling people that the Montgomery Bus Boycotts lasted 382 days before the Supreme Court ruled segregation She told 
the crowd they had to be ready to turn up here for as long as it takes to make progress.  

“This needs to be the last Civil Rights movement,” she later told The Oregonian/OregonLive.  

Tavarres closed out the rally by leading chants of “Black lives matter!” and encouraging people to go home for the night.  

People remained at the courthouse next door. Federal officials again told people around 10:20 p.m. to stop damaging the fence . Several 
people hit the fence with their hands in response. Members of mothers and veterans groups stood nearby and prepared for the 
looming confrontation. 

By 10:50 p.m., a few hundred people remained on Third Avenue in front of the courthouse between Main and Salmon str eets. At least 
one person set off fireworks that sometimes flashed past the fence. Some people on the front lines continued to bang on the f ence. 

A small pile of trash fire caught on fire just beyond the fence just before 11 p.m., and the debris kept burning as federal o fficials issued 
another warning. It was unclear how the fire started. 
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People chanted, “Feds go home!” Several people stood on the concrete barricades in front of the fence. Many women in yellow—
members of the mothers group, the Wall of Moms—remained nearby. Most of the action by protesters were concentrated toward the 
north side of the courthouse. 

A Federal Protective Service warning around 11:25 p.m. energized the crowd to hit harder against the fence and rattle it more 
vigorously. The fire grew slightly after someone dropped a pallet inside.  

Several federal officers emerged from the courthouse just after 11:30 p.m. and extinguished t he fire. Officers set off some tear gas 
canisters. Protesters responded with leaf blowers to direct the gas away from the crowd. Officers retreated in the building w ithin 
minutes. 

By 11:40 p.m., the tension decreased on both sides. The crowd cheered “Black  lives matter,” as a tambourine played in beat. 

Within five minutes, some people set off fireworks toward the courthouse, prompting another warning. Federal officials warned  that if 
the fireworks did not stop, they would declare the gathering an unlawful assembly. 

Some people threw bottles over the fence or set off fireworks that direction. Around midnight, federal officers opened a peep hole cut 
into plywood around the front of the building. In response, some people shined lights toward it. Federal officers  repeated their order 
to stop or else they would declare the gathering unlawful. 

One firework flashed near the federal courthouse and started a small fire.  

Minutes later, just after 12:20 a.m., several officers streamed out of the building and shot riot mu nitions toward the crowd. They also 
set off more devices that released irritants into the air. The alarm inside the federal courthouse blared. It was not clear w hy. 

Officers retreated inside the courthouse within minutes, like the first time they emerged.  

This time, though, officers quickly re-emerged and set off more tear gas, as well as stun grenades. People kept throwing things, such as 
bottles, over the fence. Leaf blowers tried to limit the gas from spreading.  

Some people left. Others regrouped behind homemade shields. 

Just after 12:40 a.m., the Federal Protective Service declared the gathering an unlawful assembly and ordered people to immed iately 
leave federal property. About 200 people were still in the area. 

Hours before demonstrations began, Mayor Ted Wheeler and Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty called for “cease fire” talks with 
Department of Homeland Security officials. 

Demonstrations Monday and Sunday drew smaller crowds than the three previous days, when protesters could be counted in the 
multiple thousands. 
The presence of federal agents in Portland ratcheted up nightly protests that had be en dying down. Federal officers have arrested 
people using unmarked vans, gaining national attention, and many protesters have been tear gassed and had munitions shot at them. 
 
Protester hit in head by munitions fired by federal officers still recovering 
Desireé La Bella, 50, said her son Donavan is experiencing she described as “impulse control” issues as a result of damage to the frontal 
lobe of his brain and “being cooped up and being angry about the situation.” She said he has experienced “mild cognitive” problems, 
mostly involving short-term memory loss. 

On Wednesday, Portland City Council issued an immediate ban for all Portland police employees to stop cooperating with federal law 
enforcement. 
And that night, Wheeler stood among the front lines of protests outside the courthouse, where he and hundreds of other people were 
tear gassed repeatedly by federal officers. 
Showings of solidarity with Portland after the deployment of federal officers — and the escalation in violence they have brought — 
happened elsewhere over the weekend. Demonstrations were held Saturday in Seattle, New York City, Vancouver, British Columbia 
and elsewhere. 
Beth Nakamura, Jamie Hale and Mark Graves of The Oregonian/OregonLive contributed to this report. 
-- Eder Campuzano | 503-221-4344 | @edercampuzano | On Facebook 
-- Jim Ryan; jryan@oregonian.com; 503-221-8005; @Jimryan015 
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